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With the benefit of modern 
medicine, it is hard to realize 
that until fairly recently, it 
was not bullets, bayonets or 
cannon fire that had been 
the biggest killer in all Armies 
and Navies.  Instead, it was disease. 
 
In 1775 smallpox had so devastated the American Army in 
Canada that John Adams, delegate to the second 
Continental Congress, and the person who nominated 
George Washington to be Commander of the Colonial 
forces in the Revolutionary War, complained that:  
“…smallpox is ten times more terrible than the British, 
Canadians and Indians together.” 
Washington used inoculations to succeed in his mission 
and quest to free the colonies from British domination.  
Washington’s smallpox inoculation program was one of 
his best decisions of the war, besides his retreat at the 
Battle of Brooklyn. 
According to the Fred W. Smith National Library for Study 
of George Washington, Washington and his Continental 
Army "faced a threat that proved deadlier than the 
British" in the first years of the Revolutionary War 
— smallpox. 

Infrequent outbreaks and wariness of inoculation made 
his troops very susceptible to the disease," according to 
the library. "After heavy losses in Boston and Quebec, 
Washington implemented the first mass immunization 
policy in American history."  

Washington issued the order to have all troops inoculated 
on Feb. 5, 1777, in a letter to John Hancock, who was 
president of the Second Continental Congress. In another 
letter, Washington ordered all recruits arriving in 
Philadelphia be inoculated.  

"Finding the smallpox to be spreading much and fearing 
that no precaution can prevent it from running through 
the whole of our army, I have determined that troops 
shall be inoculated," he wrote. "This expedient may be 
attended with some inconveniences and some 
disadvantages, but yet I trust in its consequences will 
have the most happy effects. Necessity not only 
authorizes but seems to require the measure, for should 
the disorder infect the army in the natural way and rage 
with its virulence we should have more to dread from it 
than from the sword of the enemy."  

By the end of 1777, about 40,000 soldiers had been 
inoculated against the disease.  

Having survived his own bout of smallpox in 1751, 
Washington was very familiar with how the disease could 
rob the cause of a viable army. Not only would smallpox 
kill off soldiers in the ranks, but the threat of infection 
scared away many recruits that the Colonial Army 
depended on. Beginning the winter of 1777 in 
Morristown, NJ General Washington took the bold and 
controversial step to have soldiers in his army inoculated 
against smallpox using a technique called variolation. 
Later during the winter encampment at Valley Forge 
Washington went even further, demanding that his entire 
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army be inoculated. In action which required grade 
secrecy since inoculated soldiers were incapacitated for a 
period of time. Death by smallpox in the ranks of George 
Washington’s army reported deaths from smallpox 
dropped from 17% to 1%. 

I tell this story as it is a natural follow up to my column 
and comments about general Washington and the battle 
of Brooklyn discussing how he used the bad weather to 
retreat and save his army. I compared COVID-19 to 
Washington’s bad weather and that we as lions have 
regrouped and we are now advancing in our quest for 
service and kindness. 

I’m also telling this story because General Washington 
used tools at his disposal to aid in his battle and as lions 
we should also use tools that at our disposal. 

1) Club and district Constitution, bylaws , policies 
and procedures.  Pull out your clubs, remind 
yourself how your club is set up and runs.  Get 
familiar with the rules to better help your club. 

2)  Social media, Facebook, Instagram etc and web 
pages. If not using, have someone from your club 
set it up and keep it going.  It helps get the word 
out about your clubs projects, fundraisers and 
other happenings. 

3) District web page and Facebook page.  Keep up to 
date on what’s going on in the district. 

4) MD-4 Web page Keep up with going on with 
California Lions 

5) Lions Club International Web Page. Presidential 
message 

6) Lions Club International training available 
A. Learn 
B. Lions University 

Use your Districts Global Action team.  Global Service 
Chair- Lion Marco Martinez, Global Leadership Chair, Lion 
Roland Reina, and Global membership chair, Lion Ellen 
Perry.  They are experts in their area and are available for 
any help or suggestions you may need. 

As you know, my motto for the year is “Riding the Roller 
Coaster of Service and Kindness”. When you are at the 
top of the roller coaster, looking down that long drop, 
once the roller coaster starts you hang on into the end, 
and the reason you know there will be a good ending is 
because of the engineering design and planning to make 
the structure of the rollercoaster get you through.  

It's the same way with LCI and the California Lions, all of 
the engineering has been done over the last 104 years the 
structure has been being built and improved. 

The district structure is set with our constitution & bylaws 
and our 54-year history of success, let's continue the ride. 
“Keep Your Hands, Arms, Feet and Legs Inside the Ride 
Vehicle at All Times”.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE WANT YOU for the Host Committee for the 
2023 USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum.  The District 
is looking for 2 Lions to step up and serve on the Host 
Committee for the 2023 Forum which will be held in 
Reno, NV.  If you are interested in serving in this 
capacity, please reach out to the Cabinet Secretary. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Interested in serving your district.  We have several 
District 4-A2 Positions available 

 

Scrapbook Contest Chairperson 

Lion Youth Exchange (Student Exchange for 
Leos/Lions) 

Pediatric Cancer Chair 
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Dearest District 4-A2 Lions, Leos, 
and families, 

Below is an update of the Bus Trip 
to Irwindale, LA on December 11th. 
I managed to get a 58 seater 
passenger bus as more people 
wanted to join. It is filled. We have: 
 

1. On the Bus : 35 Lions 
a. Leos,1 Leo/Lion 
b. 15 Non Lions 

2. Driving on their own: 2 Lions ,1 Leo/Lion, and 3 
Non Lions.  

 
This totals 57 {1 seat for the Snacks, etc.} on the bus and 6 
on their own = 63 in total 
 
Snacks, Breakfast and Lunch will be provided. Expected 
time of departure from Wyndham, Visalia on December  
11th will be 6am, McFarland between 7am to 7:30am, 
arrival back in Visalia by 6:45pm. 
 
Please dress warm, blankets, pillows, bring water though 
it will be provided.  Masks are required as are working in 
vinyl gloves required like those worn whilst doing DIY and 
trainers, walking shoes, boots, etc, covered shoes. T-Shirts 
will be provided 
 
No alcohol allowed strictly. Let's be respectful of our 
youth. 
 
Looking forward for the trip through which you all made it 
happen. Very pleased and hopefully everyone will have a 
memorable experience. 
Quote by Muhammad Ali: 
"Service to others 
���
���
���
���
���
���
���
���
���� is the 
rent we pay on this Earth." 

 
Blooming in Service with Kindness, 

MJF LION FALGUNI PATEL (SHE/HER) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1VDG’s Corner 
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Hello Lions and Leos of District 4 A2 
First, Happy Thanksgiving to all. I 
have a lot to thank our dear Lord. 
First, my family and close friends of 
mine, including my Lions family. 

Before our second District Cabinet Meeting at the end of 
October 29th – 30th, me and PDG Al went to attend the 
Board Meeting in San Diego where the International 
President, and Vice Presidents for Lions Club International 
were in attendance. Lots of Past International Presidents, 
current International Directors and Past International 
Directors are also in attendance. This was our first time to 
attend this event and it was amazing and cool. Glad to see 
Past First Lady Maureen Brandel, also current 2nd VP Dr 
Patti Hill, VP Brian Sheehan and Lori Sheehan. It was nice 
to see PIP Frank Moore, who was our guest keynote 
speaker for our 101st Club Anniversary. Our 2nd Cabinet 
meeting was fun, 2VDG Hank Trueba with his wife Lion 
Patty Trueba were my guest form District 4 L5. Friday 
night was Halloween Costume, I was a nun and PDG Al 
was a Franciscan priest, 2VDG Hank and Lion Patty Trueba 
were the Incredibles. Saturday was our meeting; it was a 
successful meeting. Great job District Governor David 
Hamilton and team.  

November’s been 
a busy month for 
me, our Council of 
Governors 
meeting, and 
training was last 
November 4th till 
the 7th in Redding, 
California. We had PDG Norm McDaniel, PDG Manny 
Sanchez with the assistance of Lion Melanie and Lion 
Mike Ferrier. Learned a lot at the training. Friday night we 
had Honoring the everyday Hero’s where we dressed up 
like nurses, doctors, firemen, policemen, military etc. We 
had karaoke too, I won the 2nd place, and it was a lot of 
fun. My co 2VDG Todd Riebe won the first place. Saturday 
after the meeting we had the Murder Mystery at 
nighttime where we had a lot of fun and dressed up like 
Western Folks. Hard working Lions have great fun too. 
Sunday, last day of the meeting and looking forward to 
the next Council of Governors meeting in San Diego along 

with the MD4 Convention in February. Hope we can have 
more Lions from our District 4 A2 to attend.  

Lots of zoom 
meetings and 
great 
visitations with 
our District 
Governor David 
Hamilton. DG 

Hamilton visited our Club, Fresno Host, Cutler Orosi Lions, 
Ponderosa Lions, and Bakersfield Host Lions, Selma 
Central Valley Lions Lioness Club. I went to Three Rivers 
Lions with PDG Lion Al, so I can induct 7 new members. 
Congratulations to Lion Annie Hayes, Lion Rick Hill, Lion 
Barbara Bodine, Lion Maritza Konnaris, Lion Tony 
Konnaris, Lion Vera Spring, and Lion Nick Spring, welcome 
to our Lions family.  

Thank you to 2VDG Lion Hank Trueba and Lion Patty for 
inviting me and PDG Lion Al to their District Cabinet 
Meeting. The warmth hospitality was great, and we knew 
quite a bit of their members in their district, so it feels like 
home. Friday night, 2VDG Lion Hank and Lion Patty took 
us at their VFW event, PDG Al was talking to one of the 
Veteran and other Veterans that night. The next day was 
their meeting where they sang Happy Birthday to me and 
gave me a bouquet of flowers. It feels great to be loved by 
our lion’s family from a different district. Thank you also 
for the donation for my favorite charity, Lions Eye 
Foundation. We got a call and messages from 2VDG Lion 
Hank that most of the Veterans that PDG Al talked to are 
joining the Lions, so 2VDG Lion Hank wants PDG Al to 
come to their district with the approval of their DG Fred 
to help form a Veterans Club at their District.  

Lastly, just want to thank my family, also my lion’s family 
and friends that came to my 60th birthday celebration. We 
had a fun afternoon 
with Elvis Jeremy 
Pearce Presley, that 
performed where 
everyone enjoyed 
listening and dancing. 
We had a photo 
booth, karaoke, and 
lots of food. Again, thank you and God bless us all.  

2VDG Lion Christy Kroell PMJF 

2VDG’s Corner 
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Be The Change: Keep Trying, Keep Moving and Keep 
Inspiring 

Yours in Lionism, 
2VDG Lion Christy Kroell PMJF 
“BE THE CHANGE, KEEP TRYING, KEEP MOVING, KEEP 
INSPIRING” 
 
 
 

 
Honoring Lions who have served 
50 years or more. 
Congratulation to all of them! 
 
65 Years 
1. Vernon Dixon- Life Member  Three Rivers 
2. Harold Nelson- International Counselor Delano (In 

Memoriam) 
 
60 Years 
1. Harvey Bailey  Orange Cove 
 
55 Years as of 2021 
1. Bill Diltz   Visalia Sunset 
2. Richard McFarlin Orange Cove 
3. Jim Goishi   Parlier 
4. Jim Copner    Fresno Host 
5. Don Cornett   Bakersfield Host 
6. Jim Bartleson  Delano 
 
50 Years - As of 2020 - 2021 
1.Ronnie Torigiani  Buttonwillow 
2.Allen Bittleson     Buttonwillow 
3.Robert Boehringer   North Fresno 
4. Ed Potter               Hanford Breakfast 
5. Jim Rogers           Reedley 
6. Mariano Lopez     Selma (age 93) Presented 

Monarch Chevron 2021 by PDG David Beeman. 
 
Lion Amanda Moore 
District Historian 
Email:  moorshoez@bak.rr.com 
Phone: (661) 725-8210 
 

Invite for Impact 
   
e all know that 
membership is the key 
to growth and future 

success as Lions. For some of us, it is natural to approach 
strangers and start a conversation; but some of us, it can 
be a little daunting. Luckily, we have some tools to help us 
out. If we take these few steps, we can make a huge 
difference in growing our club membership. The following 
notes are available to you in a training session found on 
the Lions Learning Center. 
 
Four Steps of the recruiting Steps: 
Step 1: Prepare your club and develop a new members 
team 
Step 2: Create your clubs growth plan by determining 
whom you will recruit and plan an informational meeting. 
Step 3: Implement your growth plan and host your 
informational meeting. 
Step 4: Welcome new members with an induction 
ceremony, provide mentoring. 
 
For more details, visit the Lions Learning Center and 
complete the training: Invite for Impact. 
 
More Learning Opportunities: 
 
Listed below are a list of classes or trainings that you can 
be a part of. Please mark your calendars and visit these 
links to register for them. 
 
RLLI (Regional Lions Leadership Institute) 
****Limited to the first 40 Lions who register.  
Dates: January 29, 2022, thru January 31, 2022 Location: 
Earle Baum Center, Santa Rosa  
Lodging: Courtyard by Marriott 
Cost of Meals and Lodging: $400.00  
Shareable Link for Registration and Payment: 
https://californialionsmd4.ticketspice.com/regional-lions-
leadership-institute-rlli 
- Southern date: Friday, March 18th – Sunday, 
March 20th. Location: Orange County Garden Lions Hall. 
Hotel: Anaheim Hotel at $129 per night. 
 
 
 

GLT’s Corner 

District Historian 

https://californialionsmd4.ticketspice.com/regional-lions-leadership-institute-rlli
https://californialionsmd4.ticketspice.com/regional-lions-leadership-institute-rlli
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Advanced Leadership Institute Opportunities 
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for- 
members/resource-center/advanced-lions-leadership-
institute 
 
Dates: Deadline for application: December 25, 2021. 
March 26-28, 2022 
Location: Calgary, AB, Canada 
 
Regional / Zone Training – We are planning on having 
zoom trainings and one in-person training. Look for emails 
if you are a region and zone chair. 
Lions Learning Center – Take advantage of the trainings 
available to you from the Lions Learning Center. 
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/learn 
 
Check out all of the learning opportunities on our 4-A2 
website, as well as our 4-A2 YouTube page. 
https://4a2lions.org/ 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM0To9KFVOjak_i
mFGPM7IQ 
 
I’m here for you. Please let me know of how I can be of an 
assistance to your club. Respectfully, 
Lion Roland 
 
 
 
 

 

Greetings to all my fellow lions!!! 
 
“Membership is the life of every 
club, more members more hands to 
serve.” 
 
1st and foremost, I would like to Congratulate and give a Big Big 
Roar to the 6 clubs and Club Officers that had been awarded the 
Club Excellence for 2020-2021 (In Alphabetical Order).  

 

 

 

 

Banner Patches and Officers Pins will be awarded at the                                                                                       
Friday Night Dinner during the 3rd District Meeting, January 21, 
2022 

 

 

We need to continue Asking 
and Inviting our Families, 
Friends, Colleagues, 
Associate and 
Acquaintances to join our 
club and volunteer for a 
good cause.   

Remember that everyone in 
our club should be 
encouraged to help recruit 
new members and the best 
Motivation to Encourage them 
is sharing them our own Lions 
Success Story. 

 

Our District will be giving Membership Growth Award Plaques for 
clubs, Zone and Region Chairs who has the highest membership 
growth at the end of the Lion Year 2021-2022 and will be 
awarded at the 1st District Meeting in 2022-2023. 

 

GMT’s Corner 

 

*Cutler-Orosi Lions:        President- Lion Tanya Goosev                                         
Secretary- Lion Loretta Botello 

*Fresno Diwata Lions:    President- Lion Rudy Pedagat   
Secretary- Lion Ellen Perry 

*Fresno Host Lions:        President Christy Kroell 
Secretary- Lion Robert Thomas 

*Richgrove Lions:          President Lion Joe Rodriguez 
Secretary- Neida Aliza Chavez -Pimentel 

*Visalia Pride Lions:       President Lion Bobbie Jo Mendez 
Secretary- Lion Jonathan Ward 

*VisaliaSequoia Lions:      President Richard Garcia  
Secretary- Lion Gary Cole 

 

Loudest Roar and Welcome!!!   

Thank you for Joining our Club 
to become a member and 
volunteer to Serve and make a 
Difference in our Community. 

 Congratulations to all the Club 
that has a Positive Net Gain on 
Membership for this Month. 
Way to go!!! 

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/learn
https://4a2lions.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM0To9KFVOjak_imFGPM7IQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM0To9KFVOjak_imFGPM7IQ


Volume 1, Issue 5  West Coast Racers  7 December 2021 
 

 

Hello Fellow Lions; as of 
November 23rd, 46% of the clubs 
have reported on MyLion. That 
means -28- clubs have 
participated in-435- service activities helping and 
changing lives for the better for 56,253 people. There are 
some clubs that have made contact with me needing 
assistance with reporting. Please continue to contact me, 
have been successful in getting clubs to report their 
activities on MyLion. 

MD4 Quarterly Club Challenge (Hunger): 

Food Collection is the next service challenge. Starts 
December 1st ends December 31st. Report pounds of food, 
if monetary donations are given, one dollar equals one 
pound of food. 

Make sure you turn-in your report(s) on MyLion. 

Next club challenge will be environmental enhancement 
projects, starts April 1st ends April 30th and report number 
of hours volunteered. There is plenty of time for clubs to 
plan Hunger and Environmental projects. Report all MD4 
club challenge activities via email to 
CALionsCare@gmail.com. 

GST Quarterly Service Awards: 

Next pick of winners will be December 31st. I will pick two 
clubs that have reported service activities on MyLion. Club 
names will be entered in a digital name picker and I will 
randomly pick two winning clubs. All winning clubs will be 
removed from the digital name picker and reinstalled 
after the last quarterly pick. Governor will pick one 
winning club in June 2022, prize TBD. 

MyLion Caps: Listed below are MyLion caps on service 
activity reports. 

• People Served: 3,000 
• Volunteer Hours: 1,200 
• Funds Donated: $3,000 
• Funds Raised: $250,000 

 

District & Region Totals: 

• Northern Region: People Served = 11,041 / 
Service Activities = 96 / Volunteer Hours = 2,300 
10 clubs reporting out of 21 clubs = 47.6% 

• Central Region: People Served = 17,312 / Service 
Activities = 128 / Volunteer Hours = 3,770 
7 clubs reporting out of 14 clubs = 50% 

• Southern Region: People Served = 20,000 / 
Service Activities = 130 / Volunteer Hours = 1,785 
7 clubs reporting out of 14 = 50% 

• Western Region: People Served = 7,900 / Service 
Activities = 81 / Volunteer Hours = 1,072 
4 clubs reporting out of 12 clubs = 33.3% 

• District Totals: People Served = 56,253 / Service 
Activities = 435 / Volunteer Hours = 8,927 
28 clubs reporting out of 61 clubs = 46% 

In preparation for the Hunger Challenge, I made contact 
with Mr. Adolfo Briseño “Meals on Wheels” out of 
Delano.  He wants to expand his service to other small-
town communities. Great opportunity for the Southern 
Region and maybe Central Region clubs. They do all the 
cooking, packaging and transport of meals. Club selects 
transport site and total meals ordered (50-150). If any 
club is interested, please make contact with me.  

Let’s keep working together in reaching DG Hamilton’s 
goal of 80% of clubs reporting on MyLion. Continue our 
journey of serving our communities with Kindness and 
Love. Remember, when we serve more, we give more. 
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!! 

Lion Marco 

 

 

 

GST Corner 

mailto:CALionsCare@gmail.com
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December 2021 California Lions 
Food Drive 

When asked, people receiving food at a food bank had 
these suggestions: 
 
1. Everyone donates Kraft Mac and Cheese in the box. 
They can rarely use it because it needs milk and butter 
which is hard to get from regular food banks. 
2. Boxed milk is a treasure, as kids need it for cereal which 
they also get a lot of. 
3. Everyone donates pasta sauce and spaghetti noodles. 
4. They cannot eat all the awesome canned veggies and 
soup unless you put a can opener in too or buy pop tops. 
5. Oil is a luxury but needed for Rice a-Roni which they 
also get a lot of. 
6. Spices or salt and pepper would be a real Christmas 
gift. 
7. Tea bags and coffee make them feel like you care. 
8. Sugar and flour are treats. 
9. They fawn over fresh produce donated by farmers and 
grocery stores. 
10. Seeds are cool in Spring and Summer because growing 
can be easy for some. 
11. They rarely get fresh meat. 
12. Tuna and crackers make a good lunch. 
13. Hamburger Helper goes nowhere without ground 
beef. 
14. They get lots of peanut butter and jelly but usually not 
sandwich bread. 
15. Butter or margarine is nice too. 
16. Eggs are a real commodity. 
17. Cake mix and frosting makes it possible to make a 
child’s birthday cake. 

18. Dishwashing detergent is very expensive and is always 
appreciated. 
19. Feminine hygiene products are a luxury and women 
will cry over that. 
20. Everyone loves Stove Top Stuffing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Diamonds of 
District 4-2 

By DG Dave Hamilton 

On November 16, 2021, 
after a meeting of the 
Fresno Host Lions I had the 
honor and privilege of 
interviewing Past District 
Governor George Finley. 
There are many fascinating 
chapters to PDG Finley’s 
life, which could fill a book. This article deals briefly with 
just 2 facets of this District 4-A2 diamond, PDG Lion 
George. Perhaps there just be further articles.  

Past District Governor George Finley has been a Lion since 
2000 and is a charter member of his home club, Fresno 
Unlimited. 

Md4 Hunger drive 

December is the state-wide food 
collection drive.   

Plan your projects now!!! 

Add on food collection to all your 
service and meeting events!!! 

Re;ort your collections via email to 
CALionsCare@gmail.com.  Include 

your club name, district, and pounds 
donated ($1 – 1 pound for monetary 

donations). 

mailto:CALionsCare@gmail.com


Volume 1, Issue 5  West Coast Racers  9 December 2021 
 

He served as District Governor 2011-2012 and was the 
first person to serve in the newly created position of 2nd 
Vice District Governor. 

He graduated from Tuskegee university, majoring in 
physical education, in 1950 and was drafted shortly 
thereafter.  While at Tuskegee he met the Tuskegee 
airman at the school. 

When he was drafted, he was offered to be an officer, but 
turned it down because it would add time to his term. So 
instead, as an enlisted man in an all-black unit, he was 
sent directly to an artillery unit with no basic training and 
no advanced training, “I went to Ft Lewis, WA and just 
started shooting guns” He was in the 719th AAA Unit  
(Anti-Aircraft Artillery).  And, by “guns” he meant firing 
the towed 155 mm howitzer with a 16,000-yard range. 

He was sent to Korea during the 
Korean war and fought there in 
1951 and 1952. He was one of five 
black soldiers who integrated 
the3rd Infantry Division, 9th Field 
Battalion.  I asked him which 
battles he was in and he 

responded, “there were too many to remember.” 

 He did remember the battle of Old Baldy though. “The 
Battle of Old Baldy refers to a series of five engagements 
for Hill 266 in west-central Korea. They occurred over a 
period of 10 months in 1952–1953, though there was also 
vicious fighting both before and after these 
engagements.”  (Wikipedia) 

During the years PDG George was in the 9th Field Artillery 
his unit was credited for participating in the following 
Campaigns:  United Nations Defensive and Offensive, First 
UN Counter Offensive, the Communist Chinese force 
Spring Offensive, UN summer-fall offensive, “second 
Korean winter” and “summer-fall 1952 campaign”. He 
recounted to me that at one point in a battle,  his Unit 
was surrounded on three sides by the Chinese Communist 
Army. 

When asked what he remembered most about Korea he 
responded, “It was cold”. He told a story that in order to 
dig fox holes they had to set gasoline on fire to burn the 
grass, to defrost the ground, before anyt digging was 
possible. 

After his return, he spent 30 years in the Army and Air 
National Guard.  He was the first sergeant for 144th 
fighter group. 

He also was also a riveter for North American Aviation. 

PDG Finley was born and raised in Birmingham, AL,  the 
city once known as “the most segregated city in America. 
(Wikipedia).  After he settled in Califoirnia, PDG Finley 
often traveled to visit hometown. 

On April 18, 2018, 
the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination 
of Martin Luther 
King Jr, PDG Finley 
was interviewed for 
“Eyewitness News 
“This Morning” by 
journalist Anthony 

Bailey (award winning reporter) for channels KSEE 24 and 
Eyewitness News 47. Here is a transcription of that 
interview.  

Anthony Bailey (AB)- 

So, we have here with us in studio this morning, George 
Finley, retired Army veteran and of course there are ties 
with local valley history with the civil rights movement . 

George, thanks so much for coming in this morning talk to 
us. First off, your experience , you said you were one of 
the early folks to integrate the military there in the Army. 

PDG Finley- Yes, I was sent to Korea from an all-black unit, 
and when we arrived in Korea they put us in with the 9th 
field artillery battalion, which was all white from Georgia. 
We were the first blacks to go into that unit. 

AB- What was it like obviously, what doctor king stood for 
was the integrating and making folks at even par, talk 
about what your experience was like being one of the first 
African Americans to serve in all white unit. 

PDG Finley- We were treated just like any other soldier 
during that time but we thought we were gonna have 
problems, but there were no problem. 

AB-   Dr. King got a chance to come across the country 
right here to the valley can you share with viewers at 
home that weren’t familiar with that about what he did 
when he came here what brought him here to the Valley 
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PDG Finley- Well, we had a lady that was very active in 
the civil rights movement, Mrs. Madam Mize, Dr, Mize’s 
wife, and they were instrumental and then we had an 
attorney, Hugh Goodwin, who was very active also, and 
they brought him  [Dr. King] to the Valley because of what 
was happening here in Fresno. 

AB- What type of impact he had with his visit and also the 
movement more largely  

PDG Finley- Well the movement was great, because 
everyone accepted him for his nonviolence based on 
Mahatma Gandhi’s form of protest, which was very 
peaceful. 

AB- But we also had a chance to speak on the phone here 
just a couple of days ago you shared with me something 
that I didn’t know. I was born and raised here and so 
some of the stories we’ve heard here across the valley, 
but you’ve had a more personal experience with Dr King 
during this time down South. Tell us a little bit about that 
little bit about that 

PDG Finley- Well I happened to go back during the 
summer when Bull Connor (using) fire hoses and putting 
the dogs on people [Civil rights marchers].  I happened to 
go to AG Gaston motel where doctor king was doing his 
press conference, before going to Birmingham jail [to 
serve his sentence with Rev. Ralph Abernathy for leading 
a peaceful protest] one of my classmates was driving him 
so I had a chance to talk to him on his way to the 
Birmingham jail after his press conference. 

AB- In the Birmingham jail is where he wrote the famous 
letter from inside the jail what was the conversation like 
and what was it like just to get a chance to really have 
some contact with Dr king  

PDG Finley - Well it was wonderful ,because of all of the 
protests going on, that thing that really got me with the 
children that were marching during that time they had 
brought them all downtown and put him in different 
churches and they were trying to stop him before they got 
there but they had so many kids coming out of churches 
at different times ,they  [the police] were unable to stop 
[the young civil-rights protesters) but they  [the police] 
put them all on the buses that they had there been 
carrying around to the fairground and left them out there 
without any shelter and the everybody start taking them 
raincoats and umbrellas out there throwing him over the 
fence so they would have something to keep them dry  

AB- George many of us only heard about these instances 
in the history books. What was it like to really be on the 
front lines of the civil rights movement both in the valley 
and then down South was like for you. 

PDG Finley- Well, in the North, it was different, because 
the doors were closed, and you go knock on it, you know 
that you were thinking it would be open, but it would be 
closed, but in the South, I know which one not to knock 
on in order for survival  

AB- Well what’s your message to the youth are at home 
watching this about their experience with your experience 
with MLK and as we go through this day where we really 
kind of reflecting on his life and all that he did what’s your 
message for folks at home. 

PDG Finley- I wish they would get back and read some of 
the history books and understand how and where we got 
where we are and what it took to get us there. 

AB- I really appreciate it, thank you so much for coming 
in, we really appreciate it.  We’ve been talking with 
George Finley a Civil Rights Pioneer here in the Central 
Valley. 

PDG Finley is a Lion we are all proud of and are honored 
he is a member of our District and our friend. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

What is LCIF’s value to me, my club, Lions across the 
globe, and those in need? 

Lions Clubs International Foundation is the primary 
funding source for Lions’ projects worldwide. Through the 
more than US$1 billion in grants it has provided since 
1968, LCIF has enabled Lions and clubs to exponentially 
expand their service and carry out more life-altering 
missions globally. 

LCIF Coordinator 
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Recent research reveals fewer than 10% of Lions make 
direct donations to LCIF. Did you know that in many parts 
of the world, LCIF provides more in grants than it receives 
in donations from Lions and clubs there? 

What is Campaign 100, and why should my club and 
I participate in it? 

Campaign 100: LCIF Empowering Service is a 
comprehensive capital campaign raising money to expand 
Lions’ ability to help those in need today and for the next 
100 years. While the campaign’s financial goal is US$300 
million, the ultimate goal is Lions’ ability to serve 
hundreds of millions of people by: 

• Increasing our impact in vision, youth, disaster 
relief, and humanitarian efforts. 
• Fighting the global epidemic of diabetes. 
• Expanding efforts in childhood cancer, hunger, 
and the environment. 

 
.Why should my club become a Model Club? 

100% of donations make a tremendous impact on the 
lives of those who need help most. Model Clubs help 
ensure Lions are able to respond to the immense needs of 
the world, and they prepare Lions Clubs International for 
a new century of service. Funds raised from an average-
size Model Club may make impacts like these: 

• Providing 300 cataract surgeries 
• Vaccinating 15,000 children against measles 
• Providing immediate relief for 600 people in the 
wake of a natural disaster 
• Providing screenings for 2,700 people at risk for 
diabetes 
• Purchasing equipment to help 1,200 children with 
cancer 
• Providing food for 2,100 hungry people 
• Giving 2,100 people access to clean water. 

 

For more information, please go to 
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/blog/To-Be-or-Not-to-Be-
That-is-the-Model-Club-Question 

-DG Dave and LCIF Chair PDG Vickie Beeman 

 

 

District 4-A2 Lions Serve 
Firefighters and Fire Survivors 

District 4-A2 Lions stepped up in many, varied, and 
amazing ways to serve during the Kings National Park 
Complex (KNP) and the Windy Fires. District 4-A2 Lions 
worked with the Red Cross, United Way, Family Health 
Care and Tulare County to assist fire fighters and 
evacuees. Many thanks to District Disaster Chair Lion Rob 
Andrade (also President of Clovis Country Lions).  

1) KNP Complex Fire. The fire crews camped and used the 
facilities at the Three Rivers Lions Roping Arena, plus the 
Lions fed 400 fire fighters for several days until Cal Fire 
could get services into place. The Woodlake Lions 
processed all the evacuated animals, big and small at their 
Rodeo grounds on their way to the Tulare Agriculture 
Center. The Lions also stabled all the National Park mules 
and horses during the emergency. Woodlake Lions 
arranged for meals for Red Cross volunteers through 
RunWay café of Woodlake for several days. 

Exeter Breakfast Lions helped with housing fire fighters, 
along with Family Health Care, at the Comfort Inn in Three 
Rivers for a few days. Exeter and Visalia Breakfast Clubs 
stood by for 7 days to prepare meals at the Woodlake 
community center for evacuees, but all evacuees found 
other housing and meals were not required. Lion Robert 
Lee, Sequoia Lions, lined up the Visalia Emergency food 
Council to provide food for evacuees. Cabinet Secretary 
Lion Cheri Provancha located a possible source of food. 
Evacuees, who do not qualify for Red Cross Shelter, yet 
have had to evacuated , scattered across Tulare County, 
were assisted by Hanford Breakfast and Three Rivers Lions 
Club on a club to family, personal basis. Many thanks to 
Lion Susan Boyd for her compassionate service the that 
family!  

2) Windy Fire. For approximately two weeks there were 
up to 24 evacuees in the Red Cross Evacuation center, at 
Porterville College. The College provided breakfast and 
lunch Monday-Thursday, however, dinners each day and 
all meals on weekends were provided by the Exeter 
Breakfast Lions, McFarland Lions and Richgrove Lions. The 
McFarland Lions need extra thanks for the ways they 
stepped up and served the evacuees during this 

District Disaster Relief Chair 

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/blog/To-Be-or-Not-to-Be-That-is-the-Model-Club-Question
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/blog/To-Be-or-Not-to-Be-That-is-the-Model-Club-Question
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emergency. have stepped up to cover the rest of the 
meals for the evacuees. Lion Jeannie Sa of Ponderosa 
Lions helped to evacuate small animals at Porterville 
College. 

Many thanks to the many Lions involved. Lion Scott from 
Exeter Breakfast Lions did a great job coordinating District 
Disaster Relief his clubs efforts with what the Red Cross 
needed. I’ve probably missed someone, I'm certain Three 
Rivers Lions performed other service even though some 
members were evacuated, or under evacuation warning. 
During one call to the Three Rivers President, she was 
busy preparing her goats for evacuation, so we didn't talk 
too long that time 

 We Serve!  
DG Dave Hamilton 
4-A2 Disaster Chair Lion Rob Andrade 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Awards Presented at Governor Visitations 
(November) 

 
District Governor Excellence awards 
Cutler-Orosi Lions Lion Loretta Botello 

Lion Yvette  Botello 
 
Ponderosa Lions Lion Donald Sa  

Lion Alan Gallegos 
 
Central Valley Lioness Lions Club 
   Lion Maxine Abe 
 
Bakersfield Host  Lion Aida Rivas 

Lion Joseph Coutts 
 
McFarland Lions Lion Marco Martinez 

Lion Margie Martinez  
Lion Alicia Conde 
Lion Albert Melendez  
Lion Irene Melendez  
Lion Jose Hernandez Jr. 
Lion Joanne Martin 

 
International Presidential Douglas X. Alexander  
“Service From the Heart” Pin   
 
Ponderosa Lions  Lion Jeannie Sa 
 
Innovation Golden Dollar Award 
 
Central Valley Lioness Lions Club 

Lion Betty Alves  
Lion Beverly Cho 
Lion Mimi Cho  
Lion William Cho  
Lion Jarrett Green  
Lion Isabel Gama-Corral 

 
McFarland Lions Lion Georgina Alatorre-Jaime 

Leo Pablo Estrada, Roaring Leos, 
was awarded a certificate for work in 
recruiting three new Leos to help service 
the community 

 
 
 
 

Where’s the District 
Governor? 

Go Here to see the DG Club Visitation 
Schedule  

If you want to attend a visitation with 
the DG, Please contact the club and do 

appropriate RSVP’s. 

https://4a2lions.org/visitation-schedule/
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DISTRICT 4-A2 CALENDAR 
December 4:  Hanford Breakfast Lions, Breakfast with 
Santa* 
December 11: Parlier Lions Christmas Dinner* 
December 11: District 4-A2 day to decorate the Rose 
Parade Float 
December 13: Selma CVLLC Christmas Dinner* 
January 15: Visalia Pride Lions Chipotle Dinner Fundraiser, 
5-9 pm, Visalia* 
January 21-22, 2022: 3rd Qtr District Meeting – Southern 
Region, TBD 
January 22, 2022: Lamont Lions 75th Anniversary Dinner* 
March 5, 2022: Reedley Lions 31st Annual Blossom Bike 
Ride 
April 22-24, 2022: Convention/District Meeting at 
Cayucos, CA. 
* Indicates there is a flyer near the end of this newsletter. 

CALIFORNIA MD4 CALENDAR   

December: MD4 California Hunger Challenge 
December 1: Postmark deadline for Peace Poster 
submission to MD4 
December 15: Postmark deadline for Peace Poster 
submission to LCI 
December 31:  Deadline to submit MD4 Excellence 
Awards 
January:  Hunger Awareness Month 
January 1, 2022: Deadline to submit nominations for 
Presidential Medals and Certificates to ID Ken Ibarra. 
January 1, 2022: Rose Parade - Check out our great Lions' 
Float! 
January 8, 2022: MD4 Leadership Summit – Zoom 
January 29-31, 2022: Regional Lions Leadership Institute 
(North), Santa Rosa 
February 23-24, 2022: Council of Governors – Wyndham, 
San Diego (4-L6) 
February 25-27, 2022: MD4 Convention in San Diego. 
Website: https://md4lions.org/md4con 
February 26-27, 2022:  MD4 Youth Leadership Institute 
March 18: California White Cane Day 
March 19:  Lions Eyes Across California 
March 18-20, 2022: Regional Lions Leadership Institute 
(South), TBD 
March 29:  City of Hope Lions Tribute Day 
April: MD4 Environmental Challenge 
June 16-19, 2022: Council of Governors – Holiday Inn, San 
Jose Silicon Valley (4-C6) 
 

* Indicates there is a flyer near the end of this newsletter. 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL LIONS CALENDAR 
https://lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/lions-

events-calendar  

December 5: International Leo Day 
March 11:  44th Annual Lions Day with the Untied Nations 
June 24-28, 2022: LCI Convention in Montréal, Canada. 
Note that the dates/location have changed. 
June 27-29, 2022: USA/Canada Leo Leadership Forum, 
Visalia, CA. 
September 15-17, 2022: USA/Canada Leadership Forum - 
Calgary AB, Canada  
July 7-11, 2023: LCI Convention in Boston MA * 
September 14-16, 2023: USA/Canada Leadership Forum - 
Reno NV 
 
 

 

USA/Canada LIONS LEADERSHIP FORUM 
September 15-17, 2022 

Calgary Canada 
 

The degrees earned through Lions University are 
presented at the annual USA/Canada Lions Leadership 
Forum.  District 4-A2 had two recipients this year. 

NEWSLETTER CORRECTION:  Congratulations to Lion 
Angie Nelson for earning her Lions University Bachelor’s 
Degree. 

 

MD4 Student Speaker Contest 2022 
 
The Student Speakers Contest topic for 2021-22 is "How 
can Kindness Reunite our Country?" 
Clubs can now pre-order a Student Speakers Contest 
packet @ www.md4lions.org.  Packets ordered after 
October 1 will cost $25. 
Clubs should begin their marketing campaign now with 
their schools.  Don’t forget the charter schools!!! 
See attached flyer. 
 

 

 

mailto:lionkenibarra@yahoo.com
https://tournamentofroses.com/category/rose-parade/
https://md4lions.org/md4con
https://lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/lions-events-calendar
https://lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/lions-events-calendar
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.md4lions.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3zaq4iM1o31jEfdFtq_en1XOi9dLSgJVVH18NnvlM6LdVs2hDvdnu8Lss&h=AT25AYle5iNKWVXKLosivRlZwtEq9hhqxOq3QNVifJ0afdbdv8hIvZNsg_NO5jo67BfaAPyBIEnsKRTlAA_kFihddJeAVt5vWbEFFjeQc9jFdxf-Tc9U8JFw-wkbV8AVJc2tgVh-Ua3iKQgBBTmW&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0xsS6Q5rclqY-Po_65g7JpOgLbfeoztvty1J3uLNBN2rs5FkmLzc20rKY8Y_jpimOhB1UY9I5dQ0yDG8lCoW40WIcbFwJud1qNBJZ1RiIGRKqPpoBsR3q_Hrs1XRQMMwdQ4lgv_BS5cil2eBPk4r6IlXpS_ugBWoAIWSD10viur6XafZC7dhwpJCgA6P4LgNiZkCC9t8QXFsw0PpS_-eEcFDOauum7tOjQasVmcqJjng
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District Patriotism Chair 
Center for Development and Civic Engagement 

(CDCE) 

(Formerly VA Volunteer Services) 

CDCE’s goal is to provide holiday cher for the Veterans 
we serve.  Over the holiday season they serve over 500 
Veterans in need.  When it comes to helping Veterans, 
your heartfelt generosity is always appreciated.  There 
are several ways to support our Veterans this holiday 
season; 

1. Create a video greeting, carol, or reading: 

Tag #VAFresno at https://www.facebook.com/VAFresno 

2.  Monetary Donations: 

Checks/Money Orders can be sent to VA Center for 
Development and Civic Engagement (CDCE), Attn: CDCE / 
Mail Stop 135, 2615 E. Clinton Ave., Fresno, CA 93703 

3. Online Donations: 

www.fresno.va.gov/giving/index.asp 

4. Donate Items: 

Blankets (fleece & handcrafted); Sleeping bags; New 
clothing items (socks, underwear, sweat pants/shirts); 
chap stick; feminine hygiene kits; travel cups (non-
breakable); Individually wrapped non-perishable snacks; 
pens/pencils; Christmas Cards to Vets; Blank  Christmas 
cards for Vets to send to loved ones; gas cards; grocery 
gift cards.  The following items in travel sizes: Hygiene kits 
or products (no razors or mouthwash); board 
games/cards; journals; writing tablets; travel size puzzle 
books. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

District Diabetes Chair 

PDG Tony Reyes, Sr wishes everyone a 
very… 
 
 
From your District 4-A2 Diabetes and City of Hope 
Chair 
Clovis Country Lions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Most Lions are familiar 
with the USA/Canada 
Lions Leadership Forum, 
but many have no idea 
there is an equivalent 
leadership development 
opportunity for Leos – 
namely the USA/Canada 
Leo Leadership Forum.  
This Forum was first held 
in New York in 2017 and 2018.  It has since been 

District Leo Chairperson 

https://www.facebook.com/VAFresno
http://www.fresno.va.gov/giving/index.asp
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convened in-person in Arizona and virtually by Calgary, 
Canada.  Like at the Lions Leadership Forum, Leos are able 
to select from a variety of seminars covering a range of 
topics targeted to meet their specific needs and interests.  
The Leos themselves, through the USA/Canada Leo 
Leadership Forum Advisory Council, work in partnership 
with Lions to provide direction on seminar content, 
speaker selection and Forum format.  And don’t forget 
the fun.  The Forum always includes a sightseeing 
adventure and participation in a hands-on service project. 
 

In 2022, California Leos and 
Lions will have the honor of 
hosting the 5th 
USA/Canada Leo Leadership 
Forum at the Wyndham 
Hotel in Visalia.  From July 
28th thru 31st, Leos from 
all over the United States, 
Canada and beyond will 

gather right here, in our midst.  The Host Committee has 
been hard at work for the past two years to make the 
2022 Forum an exceptional experience.  One of our 
primary goals is to enable a large contingent of California 
Leos to participate to experience the benefits of 
camaraderie, education and serving together.  This goal 
CANNOT be realized without the support of California 
Lions.  Districts, clubs and individual Lions can assist by 
dedicating scholarship funds for Leos to attend, spreading 
the word to Leo clubs, Leo advisors and sponsoring Lions 
clubs about the event, and participating in fundraisers to 
support the Forum itself and the Leo scholarship fund.  
There are also opportunities for Lions who would like to 
assist during the Forum. 

Don’t miss your chance to be a part of something 
spectacular!  For additional information or to get 
involved, please contact Host Committee Chair PDG Kevin 
Patel at chiragkumarpatel@yahoo.com or Host 
Committee Secretary PDG Jamie Hart at 
lionjamie4c1@gmail.com. 

The USA/Canada Leo Leadership Forum 2022 hosted by 
our California Lions Districts between July 27th to 31st, 
2022 at Wyndham Hotel, Visalia, CA. Please keep these 
dates open as we'll need help for this big event like 
volunteers having cars for transportation to and from the 
Fresno Airport and Wyndham Hotel, help for the service 
activities and directions at the event place.  

 

The 2022 USA/Canada Leo 
Leadership Forum will be 
held in Visalia, California.  
Leo’s from around the 
world will attend.  But it 
takes money to make this 
event happen.  This is how 
individual Lions and Clubs 
can support this wonderful 
opportunity for our Leo’s. 

Encourage your Lion members to save their change 
between meetings. At the meeting members can drop off 
their change (even the folded stuff is acceptable) in a 
designated depository. Think about the Club matching the 
funds their members donate. 

At the end of every month, the collected funds (via Club 
check) is sent to: 

Lion Cheri Provancha 
3403 W Perez Avenue 
Visalia, CA  93277 

 
 
 

 
 

Get started with Google Drive 

You get 15 GB of space in your Drive at no charge. Learn 
what takes up space in Google Drive and where to buy 
more space. 

Step 1: Go to drive.google.com 

On your computer, go to drive.google.com. You’ll see "My 
Drive," which has: 

• Files and folders you upload or sync 
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• Google Docs, Sheets, Slides, and Forms you create 
• Learn how to back up and sync files from your 

Mac or PC. 
 

Step 2: Upload or create files 

You can upload files from your computer or create files in 
Google Drive. 

• Upload files and folders to Google Drive 
• Work with Office files 
• Create, edit, and format Google Docs, Sheets, and 

Slides 

Step 3: Share and organize files 

You can share files or folders, so other people can view, 
edit, or comment on them. 

• Share files from Google Drive 
• Share folders from Google Drive 
• Make someone else the owner of a file 

To see files that other people have shared with you, go to 
the "Shared with me" section. 

Lions Monthly Reporting 
• MyLCI – Complete Monthly Membership here 

o Select More Membership on the home 
dashboard 

o Edit your membership 
o Select reporting from the drop down menu 

• MyLion – Complete Activity Reporting here 
o Club service entered on the MyLion site only 
o Club Secretary, Club Admin, and Club Service 

Coordinator are the only ones who can enter a 
club service project 

o Anyone can enter an individual service project 
for themselves 

o You can add a future activity or past activity 
 

 

 

 

Worried about 
losing your 

vaccine card?  Load it onto your smart phone.  Go to this 
link and follow the instructions. 
https://myvaccinerecord.cdph.ca.gov/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District 4-A2 2021-2022 Goals 
 

 

 80% of Clubs will have reported service 
 Disaster Relief: Will have 3 Lions from each Region 

trained by Red Cross as Disaster Volunteer 

 

 

 Start 2 new clubs with 25 charter members 
 Charter 1 Law Enforcement Lions Club who will 

charter 1 Explorers Leos 
 Charter 2 new Leo Clubs (Richgrove & Visalia) 
 Revitalize Tulare Host Lions Club – Keep Charter Open 
 Revitalize Fresno Hispanic Club 
 Revitalize Fresno Campus Club 

 

 

 100% of the clubs will have donated to LCIF 
 1 club in each region (4) will be a model club 

 

 

 Coordinate District Leadership/Officer training with 
MD-GLT online 

 2 Lions from each region (8) will have attended a 
regional Lions Leadership Institute or Advanced Lions 
Leadership institute, whichever is appropriate. 

 

Service 

Membership 

LCIF 

Leadership 

https://myvaccinerecord.cdph.ca.gov/
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The Clovis Country Lions Club  
Clovis Country Lions Club provided a Donation of $500 to 
Clovis Senior Center to purchase Turkeys for there annual 
no-cost Thanksgiving meal at the Clovis Senior Activity 
Center. 

Left to Right  

Lion Members : Kerry 
Holguin ,Michael 
Gostanian, PDG Tony F 
Reyes, Mai Kou Yang 
Recreation Specialist, 
Clovis Senior Activity 
Center 

Clovis Country Lions Club have also partnered with The 
Big Red Church First Congregational Church of Fresno in 
feeding 100 individuals that are currently homeless in the 
Downtown Fresno area every 3rd Sunday of the month.  

Big Red Church 
members Marilyn 
Coles, Alan Coles and 
Darce Zorayada help 
distribute the meals 
and also arrange for 
other meals to be given 
every Sunday afternoon.   

 

The Visalia Breakfast Lions Club  

Our big focus this 
month has been 
turkeys.  Our Turkey 

Raffle with Sportsman’s Warehouse was a huge success.  
Our top seller says standing outside of Sportsman’s 
Warehouse selling a $10 ticket which included $40 off in 
the store was like shooting fish in a barrel.  Nobody can 
turn that deal down.  Add to that a very generous $8,000 
donation from Cal Water, and we had the funding 

necessary to fill the communities need.  We cannot thank 
Cal Water enough for the way they stepped up and 
supported the needs of our community.  Once the funding 
was in place, finding turkeys to buy was another story.  A 
big shout out goes to Lion Kelly for all the extra work he 
did this year chasing down those turkeys.  He was chasing 
turkeys in Visalia, Tulare, and Hanford.  Delano and 
Fresno were on his backup list.  A job well done Kelly!!! 

Our Lions 
stepped up to 
help deliver the 
1,200 turkeys 
Kelly obtained.  
Turkeys were 
delivered to the 
Blind Babies 
Foundation, 
Bethlehem 

Center, Central Valley Regional Center, Kaweah Delta 
Hospice, Family Builders Foster Care, Tulare County 
Christian Schools, Baptist Church, Salvation Army, 
National Guard, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Sequoia High 
School, Family Services, Visalia Emergency Aid, Visalia 
Rescue Mission, Tulare County Alcohol Rehab, New 
Vision, and the Central Valley Recovery Services.  All of 
these 
organizations 
do amazing 
things to help 
those in need 
and we are 
proud to be 
there to 
support them.   

The Breakfast 
Lions continue to bring in their plastic bags each week for 
the Bags to Benches program.  Our very own Lion Paul is 
doing amazing things with this program.  He works for 
Keenan Farms who uses a lot of plastic in their pistachio 
nut operation.  This plastic has been going to the landfill, 
but Paul is looking into implementing a company wide 
recycling program around the Bags to Benches program.  
It makes me proud to know small Lion steps can lead to 
such an environmental improvement.   
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Five Sequoia Lions 
member did a visitation 
on November 5th.   There 
may have been some 
groaning about having to 
get out of bed so early, 
but I think they had a nice 
visit, and they are always 

welcomed back.  Our presenter that morning was Lester 
Moon from “Hands in the Community”.   The Visalia 
Breakfast Lions has been involved with “Hands in the 
Community” for many years.   If you are looking for a 
place to volunteer, give “Hands in the Community” a look.  

Lion Mark is working hard to identify and award 
scholarship recipients.  So far we have provided $1,000 
scholarships to Mt. Whitney High School, Golden West 
High School, Central Valley Christian High School, La Sierra 
High School, and Visalia Technical Early College High 
School. 

New member, Jason Deniz, 
was indoctrinated into the 
club this month.  Jason is a 
Manager at Tri Counties 
Bank and looking forward to 
getting involved and helping 
his community.  

Plans are coming together to participate in the upcoming 
Visalia Christmas Parade.  I will post a picture of our entry 
in next month’s newsletter.  We are also looking forward 
to Ringing the Bell for the Salvation Army, and our annual 
Christmas Party.  We would like to wish everyone a very 
Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year!!! 

 

The Tulare Lions Club  

Calling on all Lions and friends in the 
community! 

Tulare Host Lions Club is reforming!!!!!!  The club 
meetings will begin on November 3, 2021 and be set as 
the 1st and 3rd  Wednesday of the month at 6 PM.  
Location is at the Tulare Masons Hall, 135 W. Tulare, CA 
93274. 

 

The Visalia Pride Lions 
We held a wonderful membership 
drive on November 15th.  We had 
8 potential members attend.  Of 
those we gained 4 applications 
and anticipate that we will have 
another 4 the first week of December.  It was a great 
event. 
 

 
 

MD4 Proud Lion Mentoring Program 

The following goals of the Proud Lion program must be 
successfully attained by the Protege Lion under the 
guidance of the mentoring Lion (sponsor) and qualify for 
the Proud Lion award. Protege Lion • Attend a club board 
meeting—includes virtual meetings. • Participate in a club 
service or fund-raising activity. • Introduce a new 
prospective member to the club. • Make a visit to another 
club and secure a visitation slip. • Attend a zone, region, 
district or multiple district meeting and report back to the 
club. The goals listed above must be attained with the 
specified six (6) month’s period and that the sponsor 
accompanied the Protege Lion to each of the five 
activities.  

ATTENTION: Club Secretary - To obtain a free lapel pin for 
the Proud Lion, fill out the electronic form at 
www.md4lions.org and it will be sent to your District GMT 
Coordinator who will present the pin. The form is also 
available for download. Send it to your District GMT 
coordinator. for presentation of the pin to the protégé 
Lion. Contact the PCC David Radtke, MD4 GMT 
Coordinator if you have any questions: • E: 
md4liondave@yahoo.com • R: (909) 264-3902 • C: (951) 
965-8354 
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DISTRICT 4-A2 LEADERS 
 
District Governor 
DG David Hamilton 
David.Hamilton@md4lions.org 
559-308-1810 
 
1st Vice District Governor 
1VDG Falguni Patel 
Falgunipat36@gmail.com  
559-270-8307 
 
2nd Vice District Governor 
2VDG Christy Kroell 
Lionchristyk2005@gmail.com 
559-338-0275 
 
Cabinet Secretary 
Cheri Provancha 
lioncheri@gmail.com 
360-970-3642 
 
Cabinet Treasurer 
Jan Beatty 
janbeatty@gmail.com  
559-909-1817 
 
DG Advisor 
PDG Betty Morris 
Morris_bl@yahoo.com 
559-967-0210 
 
District Chaplain 
Suzanna Aquilera-Marrero 
tclrsam@gmail.com 
559-909-6892 
 
District Tail Twister 
Emily Romero 
Romeroemily797@gmail.com 
559-796-8555 
 
District Lion Tamer 
Jon Ward 
Terrywx23@gmail.com  
559-901-1257 
 
Immediate Past District Governor 
PDG David Beeman 
dpbeeman@yahoo.com 
559-584-7510 
 
Global Leadership Coordinator 
Roland Reina 
rrreina@comcast.net 
559-274-5407 
 
Global Membership Coordinator 
Eleanor Perry 
Ellen5973@yahoo.com 
559-349-1217 
 

Global Service Coordinator 
Marco Martinez 
5759marti@gmail.com 
661-792-6672 
 
LCIF Coordinator 
PDG Vicki Beeman 
ljpugliese@hotmail.com 
408-406-8509 
 
CLF Coordinator 
1VDG Falguni Patel 
Falgunipat36@gmail.com  
559-270-8307 
 
Student Speaker Contest Chairperson 
PDG Betty Morris 
Morris_bl@yahoo.com 
559-967-0210 
 
District Song Leader 
Virginia Madden 
vandjmadden@aol.com 
559-999-9449 
 
District Historian 
Amanda Moore 
moorshoez@bak.rr.com 
661-725-8210 
 
District outh Protection Officer 
William “Billium” Munoz 
munozbkbm@yahoo.com 
559-707-9062 
 
Western Region 
Region Chair  
Rosendo “Bob” Casas 
Rosendo_casas@msn.com 
559-273-6613 
 
WR Zone 1 Chair 
James Pridgen 
J_pridgen755@comcast.net 
559-816-1936 
     Caruthers (2319) 
     Easton (2328) 
     Kerman (2343) 
     Laton (2348) 
     San Joaquin Tranquility (2366) 
     West Coast Indian Cyber Lions Club (2373) 

 
WR Zone 2 Chair 
Ever Casas 
Ever_casaslacuesta@yahoo.com 
559-772-9505 
    Coalinga (2263) 
     Corcoran (39671) 
     Hanford Breakfast (2340) 
     Kings (120446) 
     Lemoore (2349) 
     Riverdale (2363) 

Northern Region  
Region Chair  
Tony Reyes, Jr 
liontonyreyes@att.net 
559-917-8789 
 
NR Zone 1 Chair 
Victoria Balane 
Victoriabalane55@yahoo.com 
559-824-6988 
     Fresno Host (2336) 
     North Fresno (2338) 
     Fresno Unlimited (62438) 
     Fresno Diwata (84754) 
     Fresno State Campus (138529) 
 
NR Zone 2 Chair 
Kerry Holguin 
kerryholguin@att.net 
559-229-7616 
     Clovis (2320) 
     Fresno Pride (119817) 
     Shaver Lake (36791) 
     Ponderosa (2359) 
     Clovis Country (127260) 
     Fresno Hispanic (134725) 
      
NR Zone 3 Chair 
Paul Martinez 
Mrmartinez03@yahoo.com 
559-304-9038 
    Fowler (2334) 
    Selma (2367) 
    Parlier (2356) 
    Selma Central Valley (82665) 
    Selma Charter Lions (129344) 
 
NR Zone 4 Chair 
Leanne Cerda 
lecerda@cojusd.org 
559-967-3826 
    Dinuba (2326) 
    Cutler/Orosi (43319) 
    Orange Cove (2355) 
    Kingsburg (2346) 
    Reedley (2362) 
 
Central Region 
Region Chair  
Bobbie Jo Mendez 
lionbobbiejom@gmail.com  
559-583-8943 
 
CR Zone 1 Chair 
Kim Batty 
Batty.kim@gmail.com 
559-816-9199 
     Visalia Sequoia (2380) 
     Visalia Charter Oak (48153) 
     Visalia Host (2378) 
     Visalia Sunset (57909) 
     Visalia Breakfast (2379) 

mailto:Victoriabalane55@yahoo.com
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     Visalia Pride (107093) 
      
CR Zone 2 Chair 
Mike Marquez 
Mmarquez1042@gmail.com 
559-799-8711 
     Three Rivers (2374) 
     Woodlake (2382) 
     Exeter (2330) 
     Ivanhoe (2342) 
 
CR Zone 3 Chair 
Dick Piepenburg 
dpiepen@pacbell.net 
559-740-2860 
     Pixley (2358) 
     Tulare Host (2376) 
     Springville Mountain (2370) 
     Porterville Breakfast (2361) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Southern Region 
Region Chair  
Christine Van Horn Job 
cvanhornjob@gmail.com 
805-838-6237 
 
SR Zone 1 Chair 
Rita Ruiz 
Rwildfire21@aol.com 
661-709-7781 
     Delano (2323) 
     McFarland (2351) 
     Shafter (2368) 
     Richgrove (65400) 
 
SR Zone 2 Chair 
Terry Pelton 
tppelton@gmail.com 
661-203-0863 
     Bakersfield Sports (51944) 
     Bakersfield Host (2311) 
     Bakersfield Breakfast (2312) 
     Bakersfield East (2313)  
     Bakersfield Donghae (117023) 
 

 
SR Zone 3 Chair 
Kevin McDermott 
kmcdermott@bak.rr.com 
661-747-5770 
     Taft (2372) 
     Buttonwillow (2317)      
    Lamont (2347) 
     Arvin (2310) 
     Rosedale Highway (2364) 
 
 
 

Any corrections? Let the Editor 
and the Cabinet Secretary know. 
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Drawing will be held on 2/28/2022
Winner need not be present to win

Checks payable to Visalia Charter Oak 
Lions Foundation

PO Box 3914, Visalia, CA 93278

Buy a chance to win some kash. 
All proceeds go to offsetting the 

cost of the USA Canada Leo 
Leadership Forum

Contact Lion Cheri Provancha 
for �ckets.

C: 360-970-3642; 
Email: Lioncheri@gmail.com

First Prize: $500
Second Prize: $250
Third Prize: $200

Fourth Prize: $150
Fi�h Prize: $100
Sixth Prize: $ 50
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LAMONT LIONS CLUB 

75TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
 

MEMBERS, FRIENDS, FELLOW LIONS 

PLEASE JOIN US  

 

JANUARY 22,2022 

RICE BOWL  

1119 18TH STREET  

BAKERSFIELD 

 

6:00 PM -- NO HOST RECEPTION 

6:30 -- DINNER 

$25 PER PERSON 

RSVP TO: 

 

JIM CASWELL—477-8344 

jcaswell@bak.rr.com 
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Solution for West Coast Racers Puzzle 
 

 


