
Message from the President

Gree�ngs NF Lions,

The challenges of the year con�nue, although
perhaps we do see a light at the end of the tunnel. It
has been a real struggle to keep us together and even
somewhat ac�ve. We are con�nuing with the Zoom
and live mee�ngs which I sincerely hope that it will be
live only very soon.

We need your support more now than ever to
con�nue the NFL. Our numbers are dropping and
a�endance either Zoom or live is also dropping. Do
we want to be an ac�ve Lions Club or just a lunch
club? Without your support, we cannot func�on as a
Lion Club. Please make an effort to a�end either on
Zoom or live.

Marilyn is looking into par�cipa�ng in the Beau�fy
Fresno Program in some manner. Come Monday and
find out more details.

I hope that this newsle�er finds you and your
family well and we look forward to seeing you again
ac�ve in the NFL.

Lion President Ralph
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What We As Lions Can Do to “Serve”

ROAR
We Serve

Lion Ralph Handly

Even though the Hybrid Zoom and in person meetings are
difficult to arrange and the Wi-Fi at the restaurant is not
reliable, we North Fresno Lions are showing a resilience and
determination.

Several years ago, Lion Dave Price took a poll of
members' ages and then presented a thought-provoking
program foretelling the death of our club if..... I don't remember
the exact average age of our members at the time, but I do
remember it was greater than my age and I'm not exactly
young.

Dave warned us that we needed to get new members and
younger ones at that. Well we actually did get new members
and younger ones. Still with us are Hank, Mary, Jose, for
example. NFL was thriving.

Today's year long pandemic and the challenges it has
presented is taking its toll on the club attendance, fundraising,
and service. There were years when we did an average of one
service project a month and we were raising over $20,000 a
year.

It is very difficult to keep interest up with fewer service and
opportunities to be together in service, but we will finish strong.
COVID numbers and hospitalizations are down in Fresno, and
many members have received Vaccinations (being older has
at least one benefit). As the numbers drop even further, we can
start bringing in new members. Let's have some projects for
them to get involved in.

March 13 already has one service project scheduled - don't
miss participating in it. We are going to clean and reorganize
the storage unit for Kases for Kids. See article for details. We
need a good group to sign up!

The city is organizing Beautify Fresno cleanups and we
will be participating in one or more of those also in March and
April. Look for details. We will also have another fundraiser in
April. Look to participate and help the club there also.

The Pandemic and the disruption it caused will not be
NFL's death knell. Let's get busy and do all we can!

The Many Ways We Serve
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2021 Dates
April 10 Annual Crab Feed and Auction

The Annual Crab Feed has been canceled for 2021 and
moved to Saturday, April 9, 2022. It will still be held at the
Veteran's Memorial in Clovis.

April 18 Hinds Hospice Angel Babies Walk/Run
After having the 2020 event canceled, NFL is looking

forward to cooking and serving a hearty breakfast to the
2021 participants. More details to follow.

March 13, 2021 Service Project to Clean up
Kases for Kids storage

On March 13, 2021 North Fresno Lions will be
participating in a clean up of the Kases for Kids Storage at
Derrill's Mini Storage at Shaw Avenue east of Locan
Avenue. The service project will be from 7:30 am to 11:30
am. Members are asked to park outside of the Derrill's
Gate and be let in from there.

Here is a little bit about Kases for Kids. Lion Kaden
Ferretti is the founder and director of Kases for Kids.

Lion Kaden noticed that when children were removed
from their homes, most of the time their possessions were
put in a trash bag. She believed that the children would be
thinking, if my things are in a trash bag, then they are trash,
I am trash. They begin to believe they are expendable.

Kases for Kids started as a district-wide project with 50
suitcases given to the Craycroft Center. It has grown and
been replicated all over the nation and world. Now the San
Joaquin Quilters Guild craft beautiful toiletry bags and they
are loaded with toiletries - soap, toothpaste, shampoo,
deodorant. The suitcases are new or gently used with no
stains or rips and with help from Leos they are loaded with
blankets, new backpacks filled with school supplies and
socks. In winter, she also puts in scarves and hats to keep
them warm.

The project is in the Library of Congress and has been
given commendations from the White House, United
Nations, and personally she has been inducted into the
Clovis Hall of Fame. She has contributed to roundtables at
conferences also.

Her motto is one child at a time, one suitcase at at time,
with over 500,000 children in the United States in foster
care. She has a Facebook presence and there is a wish list
on Amazon where your donated items can be shipped
directly to Kases for Kids.

February 22, Roy Yeram Talks about RVing to
Arizona

Past President Roy Yeram just returned from a 3 week
RV trip to Arizona. After a first night in Laughlin, Nevada,
they arrived in Mesa, Arizona, to stay a few days.

He and wife, Sandy, enjoyed great weather,
accommodating RV parks, good restaurants and friendly
people. One day Roy motor cycled to Miami - only 150
miles away because it was Miami, Arizona, not Florida.

Much of the recreational development in Arizona was
new planned development with Mobile Homes and every
amenity imaginable.

Most of their 3 weeks was spent at Parker, Arizona,
which is a playground on the Colorado River. The Parker
Dam is the deepest dam in the world and accommodates
large pontoon boats and speed boats for skiing, swimming
and fishing. Parker also boasts the relocated and
reconstructed London Bridge. They had a great trip.

February 1 Debra Rush, Founder and CEO
Breaking the Chains

Debra Rush was a victim of
human trafficking in 1999. She
was raised in Southwest Fresno
in the Easton area. She was
kidnapped by the Dog Pound
Gang. Her mother was an addict
and at one point sold her to pay
off a drug debt. She was sexually
trafficked.

In 2008, she says she
started to heal from the trauma. Seven years ago she
founded Breaking the Chains which is an organization to help
young girls break free of the gangs and heal. She reported
receiving great support for her efforts from Mayor Dyer,
Assemblyman Patterson, and US Representative Valadao.

Her talk focused on busting myths about teen
prostitution. She said no little girl at 10 years old wants to be
prostituted. They suffer abasement and trauma leading to
shame and guilt. They are controlled by the gangs. She
stated that for the gangs, the criminal underworld, it is merely
a business model. They formerly sold guns and drugs, but
laws got stricter and it became too risky and less lucrative. It
is basically a cost benefit analysis for them. When selling
drugs and guns got too risky, they found child sex trafficking.

Her work is helping young girls and starting to hurt the
gangs’ bottom line. In early 2020, they invaded her home,
bound her daughter in an attempt to shut Debra up. She
talked about how many girls in Foster care are distrustful of
foster parents and the police. She helps provide safety. Right
now with COVID, traffickers are recruiting on the Internet.
There are no teachers, coaches to pick up early warning
signs. The traffickers trick the victims with attention,
professing love for the young girls, posing as young boys.

She said that a former city councilman who is now a DC
lobbyist was a trafficker. She helps get housing and rescue
care for the girls. She works with police and lawmakers to
clamp down on the demand side, to arrest the Johns or
customers. In her experience, they do not realize the harm
they are doing until they are forced to go through education
on trafficking. Some don't realize the girls are underage or
trafficked, but 8 out of 10 when they do - never offend again.

If they are caught a second time they have to register as
a sex offender. One of the Johns caught in the stings was her
uncle. He did not realize the girls were kidnapped and
coerced in prostitution. He was very contrite. The girls now
are treated as victims not criminals like they used to be
treated. The Juvenile Justice system has a special court and
many programs to help them break free.

Debra Rush has a book available through Amazon,
called "A Cry of the Heart" telling her story.



MARCH BIRTHDAYS
8............................................. Lion Mike Neer
11............................................ Angela Alvarez
12...................................... Lion Leo Avedikian
22.....................................Lion Keith Ginsburg
29............................... Lion Happy Van Caster
30............................................Tina Rodriguez

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES
13......................... Lions Dale & Pat Woodard
13............................. Lion Gianna & Ted Kurtz
15............................... Lion Sally & Dee Lewis
15....................... Lion Bob & Lidia McCollister

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
2......................................... Blanca Espinosza
6................................................... JoNell Price
7..................................................Brenda Neer
21..........................................Lidia McCollister
29.............................................. Toni Ginsburg

Lions Club
Meetings in
Fresno

Monday
NORTHFRESNO:12:15p.m.
Yosemite Falls Cafe,
4020N.Cedar.

FRESNOHOST:Noon,1st&3rd
Yosemite Falls Restaurant, 4020N.
Cedar.

FRESNOUNLIMITED:5:30pm2nd
& 4th Tue, Hinton Center

Thursday
EASTFRESNO:Noon,1st&3rd,
Hometown Buffet, 458W. Shaw,
Clovis

Thursday
FRESNO PRIDE: 6:00 pm 2nd & 4th
Roundtable Clubhouse, 5702 N. First

WE SERVE

COMING EVENTS

APRIL
April Date TBA for Tahoe
Joe’s Fundraiser
5: LOD: Bernie Sannkey;

Prg: TBA
12: Board Meeting, 11:00;

YF Cafe, before mtg.
12: LOD: Subby Salanitro;

Prg: TBA
18: Angel Babies Walk/

Run Pancake B’fast
19: LOD: Roy Yeram; Prg.:

TBA
26: LOD: Liz Smith;

Prg: TBA

MARCH
1: LOD: Tom Good;
Prg: TBA

8: Board Meeting, 11:00;
Zoom, before mtg.
8: LOD: Sue Davis;

Prg: TBA
13: Cleanup Kases for Kids

Service Project
15: LOD: Kaden Ferretti;

Prg: TBA
22: LOD: Mary DeLaTorre;

Prg: TBA
29: LOD: Marilyn Watts;

Prg: TBA
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Larry Holody
Proud Lion Extraordinaire

larryholody@sbcglobal.net
559-313-4553

Gwen Blomgren
Proud Lion Phenomenal

gwen.blomgren@att.net
559-432-2610 / 559-970-7935

The Many Ways
We Serve
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2019-2020 OFFICERS
President ....Ralph Handly..................... rhandly@gmail.com
1st VP .........Bernie Sankey..............biggb2010@icloud.com
2nd VP...... ..Jose Rodriguez ............ joser.rod.jr@gmail.com
3rd VP. .....MaryDeLaTorre..mary@northstarfamilycenter.org
Past Pres.....Bob McCollister..bob_mccollister@hotmail.com
Secretary ....Bob Boehringer .................... rbrnger@aol.com
Treasurer ....Gwen Blomgren ........ gwen.blomgren@att.net
Editor ..........Marilyn Watts .............. mkwatts4052@aol.com

19

St. Patrick’s Day

Cleanup For
Kases for Kids

Service
Project

Passover
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29 30 3128

Daylight Saving
Time Begins

Spring Equinox

LOD: Tom Good
Prg: TBA

LOD: Mary
DeLaTorre;
Prg: TBA

LOD: Marilyn Watts
Prg: TBA

LOD: Kaden Ferretti
Prg: TBA

Board Meeting:
11 am, pre-meeting

LOD: Sue Davis
Prg: TBA

17161514

13

1


